
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Communication 

and Language 

40-60  

As reception:  

 Record and 

explore ideas from 

first hand 

observation, 

experience and 

imagination. 

 Describe what 

they can see and 

like in their work 

and the work of 

another artist. 

 Ask sensible 

questions about a 

piece of art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As year 1 plus: 

 Identify what 

they might change 

in their current 

work or develop 

in their future 

work. 

 Record and 

explore ideas from 

first hand 

observation, 

experience and 

imagination. 

 Annotate work in 

sketchbook (post-

it note). 

 Keep notes in the 

sketch books as 

to how they have 

changed their 

work. 

 Say how other 

artists have used 

colour, pattern 

and shape. 

 Create a piece of 

work in response 

to another 

artist’s work. 

As year 2 plus: 

 Explore the roles 

and purposes of 

artists, 

craftspeople and 

designers. 

 Use their sketch 

books to express 

feelings about a 

subject and to 

describe likes and 

dislikes. 

 Make notes about 

techniques used 

by artists. 

 Suggest 

improvements to 

their work by 

keeping notes. 

 Compare the work 

of different 

artists. 

 Begin to 

understand what 

the artist is 

trying to express 

in their work. 

As year 3 plus: 

 Collect images and 

information 

independently. 

 Experiment with 

different styles 

which artists have 

used. 

 Explain art from 

other periods of 

history.  

 Explore work from 

other cultures. 

 Use their 

sketchbooks to 

adapt and 

improve their 

original ideas. 

 Keep notes about 

the purpose of 

their work.  

 

 

As year 4 plus: 

 Use a sketchbook 

to develop their 

ideas 

independently. 

 Learn about the 

work of others by 

looking at their 

work in books, 

the internet, 

visits to galleries 

and other sources 

of information. 

 Include technical 

aspects in their 

work e.g. 

perspective. 

 Keep notes as to 

how they might 

develop their work 

further. 

 Compare and 

discuss ideas with 

others. 

 

As year 5 plus: 

 Develop ideas 

using different or 

mixed media. 

 Independently 

identify artists 

who have worked 

in a similar way 

to their own 

work. 

 Independently 

select materials 

and techniques to 

create a specific 

outcome. 

 Make a record 

about the styles 

and qualities in 

their work. 

 Say what their 

work is influenced 

by. 

 Sketch books 

contain detailed 

notes and quotes 

explaining about 

items. 

 Compare their 

methods to those 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 of others and 

keep notes. 

 Adapt and refine 

their work to 

reflect its 

meaning and 

purpose, keeping 

notes and 

annotations. 

 

 


