
 

Progression in Drawing from Reception to Year 6 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Create simple 

representations 

of events, 

people and 

objects.  

 Chooses 

particular 

colours to use 

for a purpose. 

 Selects 

appropriate 

resources and 

adapts work 

where 

necessary.  

 

As Reception plus: 

 Use a variety of 

tools (including 

pencils, rubbers, 

crayons, pastels, 

felt tips, 

charcoal, 

ballpoints, chalk 

and other dry 

media). 

 Begin to explore 

the use of line, 

shape and colour. 

 To look at 

pattern in 

nature. 

 Look at drawings 

and comment 

thoughtfully – 

begin to discuss 

the use of 

shadows and use 

of light/dark. 

GD Challenge: Begin 

to draw for a 

sustained period of 

time. 

As year 1 plus: 

 Draw for a 

sustained period 

of time from the 

figure and real 

objects, including 

single and 

grouped objects. 

 Experiment with 

the visual 

elements: line, 

shape, pattern, 

colour and 

texture. 

 Look at drawings 

and comment 

thoughtfully – 

begin to discuss 

the use of 

shadows and use 

of light/dark. 

 Sketch to make 

quick records of 

something. 

 Work out ideas 

through drawing. 

 

GD Challenge: Begin 

to independently 

As year 2 plus: 

 Experiment with 

different grades 

of pencil (and 

other 

implements). 

 Plan, refine and 

alter their 

drawings as 

necessary. 

 Draw for a 

sustained period 

of time at their 

own level. 

 Use different 

media to achieve 

variations in line, 

texture, tone, 

colour, shape and 

pattern (David 

Hockney). 

 Make initial 

sketches as a 

preparation for 

painting (David 

Hockney) 

 

GD Challenge: 

Independently select 

As year 3 plus: 

 Make informed 

choices in drawing 

(including paper 

and media). 

 Alter and refine 

drawings and 

describe changes 

using art 

vocabulary. 

 Use research to 

inspire drawings 

from memory and 

imagination 

(Quentin Blake - 

watercolour). 

 Explore 

relationships 

between line and 

tone, pattern 

and shape, line 

and texture. 

 Identify and draw 

the effect of 

light (shadows) 

on a surface and 

objects. 

As year 4 plus: 

 Use a variety of 

source material 

for their work. 

 Work in a 

sustained and 

independent way 

from observation, 

experience and 

imagination. 

 Explore the 

potential 

properties of the 

visual elements, 

line, tone, 

pattern, texture, 

colour and shape 

(crosshatch, 

pointillism etc.). 

 Observe and use 

a variety of 

techniques to 

show the effect 

of light on 

objects and 

people, e.g. 

rubbers to 

lighten, tones of 

the same colour. 

As year 5 plus: 

 Demonstrate a 

wide variety of 

ways make 

different ways to 

make different 

marks with dry 

and wet media. 

 Manipulate and 

experiment with 

the elements of 

art: line, tone, 

pattern, texture, 

form, space, 

colour and shape. 

 Look at the 

effect of light on 

a shape from 

different 

directions. 

 Introduce the 

concept of 

perspective (Paul 

Kurtis). 

 Produce 

increasingly 

detailed 

preparatory 

sketches for 



 

apply use of shadows 

and light and dark in 

their own drawings. 

and apply different 

media to achieve 

variations in line, 

texture, tone, 

colour, shape and 

pattern. 

 

 Begin to create 

technical 

drawings. 

 

GD Challenge: Begin 

to independently use 

a variety of 

techniques to show 

the effect of light on 

objects or people, 

e.g. rubbers to 

lighten, tones of the 

same colour. 

 Introduce the 

concept of 

perspective 

 

GD Challenge: 

Consistently and 

independently apply 

the techniques to 

show light, tone, 

texture etc. when 

drawing. 

painting and 

other work. 

 

GD Challenge: 

Successfully apply the 

concept of 

perspective in own 

drawings. 


